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I. Remarks upon the Objections made upon a Chro- 
nological Index of Sir Ifaac Newton, tranflated 
into French by the ObferVator, and publijh'd at 
Paris. 

ON Thmfday November il, 1725. A fmall Tra& 
in print was delivered to me, as a Prefent, from 
Mr. William Cavelier, Jan. a BookfeiJer at Paris, a 
Perfon unknown to me, entituled, Abrege de Chrono- 
logie de M> le Chevalier Newton, fait per lui meme y d* 
traduit fur le Manufcript Anglois. And the Book- 
feller hath premifed an Advertifement, in which he 
endeavoureth to defend himfelf for printing it with- 
out my Leave, faying, that he had writ three Let- 
ters to me for my Leave, and in the Third had told 
me, that he would take my Silence for a Confent ; 
and that he had alfo charged one of his Friends in 
London to fpeak to me, and procure my cxprefs 
Anfwer ; and that having long expe&ed my Anfwer, 
he thought that he might take my Silence for a Sort 
of Confent, and fo procured a Privilege, and printed 
it, and then received my Anfwer from his Friend, 
which was as follows. 

I Remember that I wrote a Chronological Index for a 
particular Friend, on condition that it foould not 
he communicated. As I have not feen the Manufcript 
which yon have under my Name., I know not whether 
it be the fame. That which I wrote was not at all 
done with Dejign to publifi it. I intend not to meddle 
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with that which hath been given you under my Name, 
nor to give any Conjent to the publijhing of it^ 

I am, 

Your very humble Servant, 

Isaac N e w t o n.. 

London, May z 7, 
1725, St. Vet. 

The Privilege was granted May 21, and regifter'd 
May 25 Old Style, my Letter was dated May 27, and 
the Chronological Index, or Abridgement as he calls 
it, was printed before the Arrival of my Letter, and 
kept ever fince to be publifh'd at a convenient Time, 
The Bookfeller knew that I had not feen the Tranfla- 
tion of the Abridgement, and without feeing it could 
not in reafon give my Confent to the Impreffion. 
He knew that the Tranflator was unknown to me, 
and was againft me ^ and therefore he knew that ifr 
was not fit that I fhould give my Confent, nor be 
ask'd to do it. He knew that the Tranflator had 
written a Confutation of the Paper translated, and: 
that this Confutation under the Title of Obfervations, 
was to be printed at the End of it, and he told me no- 
thing of all this, nor fo much as the Name of the- 
Obfervator, and yet asked my Confent to the publifh- 
ing- 5 as if any^ Man could be fo foolifii as to confent 
to the publifhing of an unfeen Tranilation of his Pa- 
pers, made by an unknown Perfon, with a Confuta- 
tion annexed, and unanfwered at their firft Appear- 
ance in Publick. 

After the Recital of my Letter, he adds, that 
the Author of the Tranflation, and of the Obferva- 
tions upon it^ pretends to have an entire Certainty 
that this Index, or Abridgement of Chronology, is the 
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feme with the Writing own'd by me in my Letter, 
and is perfuaded that the Manufcript, which hath 
been communicated to him, hath been copied from 
that of this Friend, that is, from that of the particular 
Friend above-mention'd in my Letter* And there* 
fore the Manufcript, which hath been communicated 
to him, is that of Abbe Conti, a noble Venetian now 
at Paris. He, being about feven Years ago in Eng- 
land, gave me notice, that the Friend above-men tionM 
defir'd to fpeak with me. And this Friend then de- 
fied a Copy of what I had written about Chronology* 
I replied that it was imperfed and confus'd, but in a 
few Days I could draw up an Abflrad thereof, if it 
might be kept fecret. And fome Time after I had 
done this, and prefented it, this Friend defir'd" that 
Signor Conti might have a Copy of it. He was the 
only Perfon who had a Copy, and he knew that it 
was a Secret, and that it was at the Defire of this 
Friend, and by my Leave, that he had a Copy, and 
he kept it fecret, while he (laid in England-, and yet, 
without either this Friend's Leave or mine, he difpersM 
Copies of it in France^ and got an Antiquary to 
tranflate it into French, _ and to confute it^ and the 
Antiquary hath got a Printer to print the Tranflation 
and the Confutation } and the Printer hath endea- 
vour'd to get my Leave to print the Tranflation, 
without fending me a Copy thereof to be perus'd, or 
telling me the Name of the Translator, or letting me 
know that his Defign was to print it with a Confuta- 
tion unanfwer'd and unknown to me. 

The Tranllator near the End of his Obfervations 
(Page 90) faith, I believe that I have faid enough con- 
cerning the Epocha of the Argonauts, and the Length 
of Generations to make People cautious about the red* 
For thefe are the two Foundations of all this new 
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Syflem of Chronology, What he faith, concerning 
the Epocha of the Argonauts, is founded on the Sup- 
pofition that I place- the Equinox in the lime of the 
Argonautic Expedition, fifteen Degrees from tho firfl: 
Star of Aries, Pag. 75,79. I place it in the Middle 
of the Conftellation, and the Middle is not fifteen 
Dergees from the firfl Star of Aries. The Obferva- 
tor grants that the Conftellations were formed by 
Chiron (Pap. 70, 71, 79.) and that the Soiftices and 
Equinoxes were then in the Middle of the Conftel- 
lations (Pag. 65, 69, 75.) and that Eudoxus,in his 
Enoptron or Speculum cited by Hipparchus, followed 
this Opinion, Pag. 62, 63, 6% 69, 79. And * Hip- 
parcbus names the Stars, through which the Coiures 
paired in this old Sphere, according to Eudoxits and 
faith exprefly that Eudoxus drew one of thefe Coiures 
through the Middle of Cancer and the Middle of Ca- 
pricorn, and the other through the Middle oiCheU and 
the Back of Aries. And the Colurus, palling through 
the Back of Aries, paiTes through the Middle of Aries? 
and is but eight Degrees from the firfl Star of Aries, I 
follow Eudoxus, and, by doing fo, place the Equi- 
noctial Colure about *jgr. 36' from the firfl Star of 
Aries. But the Obfervator reprefents, that I place it 
fifteen Degree* from the firfl: Star of Aries, and thence 
deduces that I fhould have made the Argon antic Ex- 
pedition 532 Years earlier than I do. Let him re&ify 
his Miftake, and the Argonautic Expedition will be 
where I place it. 

As for the Length of Generations^ the Obfervator 
faith, that I reckon them one with another at 18 or 
20 Years a piece (Pag. 52, 55.) which is another 



* See Hipparchus JnihlifiTA by Petavius, Vol 3. Pag, ntf, ii7 5 
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Miftake. I agree with the Antients in reckoning 
three Generation^ at about an hundred Years- But 
the Reigns of Kings I do not equal to Generations, as 
the antient Greeks and Egyptians did r but I reckon 
them only at about 18 or 20 Years a piece one with 
another, when tea or twelve Kings, or more, are taken 
in continual Succeffion. So the firft 24 Kings of 
France (fharamon J, dec.) reigned 458 Years, which 
is one with another 19 Years a piece. The next 24 
King& of France (Ludovicus Balbus, See.) reigned 
451 Years, which is one with another i%\ Years a 
piece. The next 1 5 Kings (Philippus Valefms^ Sec.) 
reigned 315 Years, which is one with another 21 
Years a piece. And all the 63 Kings of France- 
reigned 1224 Years, which is 19 f Years a piece. And,, 
if the long Re gn of Lewis XIV. be added, the 64 
Kings of France will reign but 20 Years a piece. 
And they, that examine the Matter, will find it fo in 
other Kingdoms : And I fhorten the Duration of the 
antient Kingdoms of Greece^ in the fame Proportion 
that I fhorten the Reigns of their Kings, and there- 
by place the Argonautic Expedition about 44 Years, 
and the Taking of Trey about 76 Years after the Death 
of Solomon, and find Sefoftris contemporary to Sefac. 

So then the Obfervator hath miftaken my Meaning, 
in the two main Arguments on which the Whole is 
founded, and hath undertaken to tranflate and to con- 
fute a Paper which he did not underftand, and been 
zealous to print it without my Confent ; tho' he 
thought it good for nothing, but to get himfelf a lit- 
tle Credit, by tranflating it to be confuted, and con. 
futing his own Tranflatiom 

The Obfervator faith, that I fuppofe that the 
Egyptians began, about 900 Years before Chrift,to form ; 
their Religion, and deify Men for their inventing of 

Arts; 



C 3 10 ) 

Arts, not withstanding that it appears by the Scrip*, 
tures, that their Idolatry and Arts were as old as the 
Days of Mofes and Jacob, Pag. 82, 8.3. But he is 
again miftaken. J deny not that the Kingdom of the 
lower Egypt, called Mi&raim, had a Religion of their 
own, till they were invaded and fubdued by the 
Shepherds, who were of another Religion : but I fay, 
that, when the Thebans expelled the Shepherds, they 
fet up the Worfhip of their own Kings and Princes* 
I fay alfo, that Arts were brought into Europe prin- 
cipally by the Phoenicians and Curetes, in the Time of 
Cadmus and David, about 1041 Years before Chrift; 
and do not deny that they were in Phoenicia, Egypt, 
zndldumea, before they came into Europe. 

The Obfervator faith alfo, that, 884 Years before 
Chrift, I place the Beg'nning of the canicular Cycle 
of the Egyptians upon the vernal Equinox, although 
that Cycle never begins in Spring, Pag. 84, 85. But 
he is again miftaken. I meddle not with that Cycle, 
but fpeak of the Egyptian Year of 365 Days. 

The Obfervator represents, that I have a great 
Work to come out: but I never told him fo. When 
I lived at Cambridge, I us'd Sometimes to refreih my- 
felf with Hiftory and Chronology for a While, when 
I was weary with other Studies: but I never told 
him, that I was preparing a Work of this Kind for the 
Prefs. 

Abbe Conti came into England in Spring 1715, and, 
while he flaid in England, he pretended to be my 
Friend, but affifted Mr. Leibnitz in engaging me in 
new Difputes, and hath fince acted in the fame Man- 
ner in France. The Part he acted here may be un- 
d^rftood by the Character given of him in the Atta 
Eruditorum for "the Year 1721, Pag. 9c. where the 
Editor, excufing himfelf from repealing fome Dif- 
putes 
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putes which had been publifh'd in thofe ABa^ fub- 
pins: Sujfecerit itaque annotajfe Abbatem quendam 
It alum dementi nobilem Venetum (de quo admiratione 
digna fibi fir&fcripta ejfe ab Hermanno fatetur Leibni- 
tins) cum ex Gallia in Angliam trajecijfet 9 mediatorls 
vices in fe fufcipere voluijffe, atque liter as Newtoni ad 
Leibnitium deferri curajfj'e % Leibnitin?ias cum Newtonp 
communicajje. And how Mr. Leib?iitfz by this Me- 
diation, endeavour'd to engage me, againfl; my Will, in 
new Difputes, about occult Qualities, univerfal Gra- 
vity, the Senforium of God, Space, Time, Vacuum, 
Atoms, the Perfe&ion of the World, Supramundane 
Intelligence, and Mathematical Problems^ is men- 
tion'd in the Preface to the fecond Edition of tha Com- 
mercium Epijloltcum. And what he hath been doing 
in Italy, may be underftood by the Difputes raifed 
there by one of his Friends, who denies many of my 
Optical Experiments, though they have been all tried 
in France with Succefs. But I hope that thefe 
Things, and the perpetual Motion, will he the laft 
Efforts of this Kind. 



IJL De Camphora. Au£tore Dno. Carolo ISleu- 
man, Chym. Prof. Reg, fBeroUn. S. R. S. 

CUM jam plures, quorum aliqui ipfas quoque In- 
dias peragrarunt, de Camphora tarn copiofe 
fcripferint, ut nihil eorum, quag ad integram 
hiftoriam Camphors dilucidandam pertinere videri 
poterant, intermiferint, fiquidem <Sc originem vocis 
explicarunt, dc fynonyma cun&a collegerunt, arbo- 
rem, unde petitur Camphora, & loca, in quibus-arbo- 
rm hujufmodi proveniunt, indagarunt, modum quo 

Cam- 



